immigration and labor issues was just family. My family had to deal with that issue in its various forms. The whole mixed experience of someone w ho was born here and some of our family needing to be crossed.
Coutin: And what kinds of things have you done?
Alva: I did a couple of years of college and then I started working for the California Rural Legal Assistance, an organization that was created almost as a legal arm of the United Farm Workers union. During the time I was there, probably the biggest highlight was a years-long struggle to get the short-handled hoe banned from being used in agriculture. It's a hoe about two-feet long so people [who use itj are stooped over.
That took years of political pressure, lawsuits, community activism, dealing with the state Department of Health and Safety. We finally succeeded, and I got to be part of that.
Then 1 went to work for the United Farm Workers Union when the Agricultural Labor
Relations Act' was first passed. Jerry Brown was governor, the Labor Relations Board was formed to implement that law. It was just one of those historic periods. The UFW saw, "We've got to really put a lot of emphasis and focus on organizing and having union elections becau.se, just like the NLRB, this thing's only going to be good for a couple of years before it becomes a bureaucracy." So those were super-exciting times. Farmworkers had been waiting all that time for a law that would back up their right to organize and have elections. The UFW formed a[n] organizing task force and a legal workers task force. Those two task forces, I was part of the legal one, followed t harvest, that's where we were. W there, they would come. I mean, have to be organized.
Coutin: And then after that you we Alva: After two years with the UF The nearest city that had a law [and] And then the other big piece of legislation was the IIRIRA.5 That really wiped out immigration law as we know it. From a practitioners' point of view, it's like everyone had a blank slate! It was like years of practice and experience was out the door! It was like we were all starting from scratch. That's how major the revamping of immigration laws [was] .
And then the other one is the welfare reform law,' because for the first time in the history of this country, they took aw Alva: Actually, the other thing that came about at the same time is that all these IRCA amnesty people accumulated their five years and were eligible [for naturalization].
And the thought is that the amnesty population is much more apt to naturalize than old-time lawful residents. [Naturalization) is no longer a big priority and in fact fell in great disfavor with Congress [due to testimony] painting this picture of chaos, of wholesale processing of naturalization applicants, and [saying that] all these criminals got in. But the other thing I think that happened is that it was by then obvious that immigrants were not only naturalizing, they were voting and having an impact on outcomes of elections.
The newly naturalized citizens have a tendency to participate more, unlike the rest of us who were bom here. Part three was then anticipated to have been this year, and that was citizenship. There were rumors and some actual bills introduced to make the acquisition of citizenship more difficult. There was one bill that doubled the years of residence required. All of the eligibility requirements were going to be made more difficult. That fortunately didn't get too far. They did on the other hand almost double the filing fee. The admin istration is still, even within current law, making the process more difficult. Coutin: Do you have a sense of the overall goal of this immigration reform project? Do you think the goal was for the people promoting that project to gain votes? You know, the scape-goating argument? Do you think it was really fiscally necessary? Do you think it was to actually get people out of the country? Do you think it was to force them further underground?
Alva: Of the four that you mentioned, 1 think it was at least a couple of them. I think some of it was scapegoating to divert attention from some serious problems.
I really don't believe that hard-core racism is the issue for most people. I don't think that the goal here is, except for maybe the hardcore racists, to really get rid of people completely. But there is that economic advantage of having an underground 
